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Early Education is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage and helps children to develop a strong 
basis for future learning. All children learn best through play. Good quality Early Education 
encourages children’s all-round development through hands on activities and play supported by staff 
who understand how children grow, learn and develop. In Stoke-on-Trent, all 3 and 4 year olds and 
some 2 year olds are entitled to 15 hours of free Early Education for 38 weeks of the year. These 
weeks are usually split into school terms. Many childcare providers can ‘stretch’ the entitlement 
over more weeks by reducing the number of hours each week. For example; the annual entitlement 
of 570 hours could be divided by the number of weeks your chosen childcare provider is able to offer 
free early education. Children remain eligible for the free entitlement until the beginning of the term 
following their fifth birthday. This is when they reach statutory school age. Providers of early 
education must be registered with Ofsted and the Local Authority. 
 
The first days that a child spends in any setting are an important time. Early success is vital 
regardless of the child’s stage of development if children are to continue to be interested, excited 
and motivated to learn. It is important that everyone involved with the child supports his or her 
transition to school. In order to do this you must find as many effective ways to share information. 
One effective way is to share written records or portfolios of work. 
 
In order to do this, the Local Authority in partnership with early years providers and schools have 
developed a transition from which can be used to support the transition of children from setting to 
setting. The intention is that the form is to be completed with key workers, as it collates information 
about the child and their progress. This will help everyone to ensure that the child’s individual needs 
and preferences are a focus for conversation. This form is then passed onto future settings either 
directly, at a meeting or by the parents, whichever method has been arranged. Some schools and 
settings organise transition days where staff meet each other and the children and share 
information. Parents are also invited to attend. 
 
Please click here to download the transition form 


