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The Missing Ice Cream
By Aimee Hughes



Thank you to all the pupils and staff who took 
part in the Stoke Speaks Out story writing 
project from Berry Hill High School, Birches 
Head High School, James Brindley High School 
and science college, Haywood High School and 
engineering college.

Additional thanks to Sylvia Slaney and Mel Ford- 
literacy advisors- for facilitating this work and author 
Janni Howker for inspiring the young people’s work.



It was a long summer’s day and the Potter 
family were in the car on their way home from 
a trip to the shop. 

Mum and Dad had bought items to make a 
curry. This was the Potters’ favourite meal.



They had also bought ice-cream, which was 
Zac’s favourite. The ice-cream smelt like a 
chocolate sensation. 

‘The ice-cream is not to be touched!’ warned 
Dad. ‘No Dad, we won’t!’ cried the children.
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They arrived home and neatly packed away the 
shopping. Dad was very fussy and liked to keep 
everything in order. Zac said, ‘I’ll put away the 
ice-cream mum!’ Finally everything was away 
and the children went upstairs to play.
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Time passed and tea was eaten. ‘Dad that was 
yummy’, said Josh. ‘Thank you Josh’ replied 
dad. Everyone helped clear away. Dad walked 
over to the freezer and opened the door but to 
his shock, the ice-cream had gone!



Dad looked very angry. ‘Who has taken the 
ice-cream?’ dad said. Everyone looked at Zac, 
but he had been playing with Jasmine. It must 
have been Josh.
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Mum went upstairs only to find Josh covered 
in ice-cream. ‘Josh!’ Mum cried.

 



Tony’s Ice cr
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Josh grinned at mum then licked his ice-cream 
covered fingers. But Mum ignored Josh and 
stood still. She could hear something. It was 
the ice-cream man.

Dad rushed outside and brought  
everyone a lolly. 
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Top tips for sharing books  
with your child:

•  Book sharing is a wonderful way to help your child
,
s 

language development

•  Find a quiet place. Turn off the TV, radio or 
background noise. This will help your child to 
concentrate.

•  Talk about the pictures as well as reading the story.

•  Give your child time to respond.

•  It is good to share favourite books again and 
again. Repetition helps children to understand and 
remember language they hear.

•  Why not visit your local library for different  
books- it is free to join.



Stoke Speaks Out is a programme aimed at  
supporting children’s early development. 

For more information contact  
www.stokespeaksout.org or telephone 01782 234501


