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Early Language and 

Communication Network

Thursday 17th May 2018

Westfield Children’s Centre

Welcome

Take-up of funded 

childcare

Why increase?

• School readiness

• Speech and language

• Highlight any early issues

• How many children are we missing?

Take up – two year olds

• 69% take up (67% WM and 71% England) – Jan 17

• Now (summer) – 1,070 two year olds accessing

• Last summer – 1,243 accessed a place (reduced)

• Current DWP eligibility - 1,660

• 314 – Applied but not accessing – Why?

• How many do not apply? 300+

Take up – three and year olds

• 93% take up (95% nationally)

• Three year olds – 88% (93% nationally)

• Four year olds – 98% (96% nationally)

• Three year olds – 420 not accessing? Why?

� spring low / autumn high

� Parents waiting for school nursery
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Discussion
• Discuss what you have just heard

• What are the barriers in your area?

• Do you have any ideas that we could 

implement?

• Write on flip chart / or get in touch!

• Contact kevin.taylor@stoke.gov.uk

Hannah Kay
Independent Usborne Organiser

• About Usborne

• Our Offer to Schools 

• Working with Usborne – Benefits to schools and teachers 

• Working with Usborne – Events

• The Books 

• Next steps and contact details 

Hannah Kay
Independent Usborne Organiser

About Usborne  

• Usborne is an independent family business and the largest independent 

children's publisher in the UK.

• Usborne books are created by a super-talented team of 35+ 

editor/writers and over 50 designers who work in-house for Usborne.

• Our motto is ‘do it better’. We always do our best to create books for 
children which contain accurate, reliable information, presented in an 

attractive and appealing way and produced in an ethical manner to the 

highest international standards.

Hannah Kay
Independent Usborne Organiser

Working with Usborne:

Benefits to schools and teachers

Free Books- Your school can receive free books and generous discounts 

when you order through me; I am able to offer 60% in additional free books 

when you hold a fundraising event or book fair. 

Total Event Sales Free Books Earned 

Over £600 £360+ (60%)

£250 - £599.99 £75+ (30%) 

£100 - £249.99 £10+ (10%) 

Or if you prefer to place an order without holding an event, you can still 

receive a 30% discount and free delivery.

When you book an event, I will:

Advertise, organise, attend and supervise the entire event;

Complete paperwork and arrange orders, including free delivery to the 

classroom;

Offer your school, parents and children advice on the right books for their 
age group, interests, or curriculum. 

I will take care of all the administration and organisation of your event, 
leaving you and your colleagues free to do what you do best: 

teaching. 

Working with Usborne:

Benefits to schools and teachers



3

Hannah Kay
Independent Usborne Organiser

Ready Steady…..Read! 

This fantastic initiative allows your school to fundraise for, and benefit from, 

books which everyone will enjoy. 

Children are sponsored to read as much as they can in a given time. This 

could be across a term, in the school holidays, or in a rapid 24 hour race - the 
choice is yours. 

The sponsorship money can go towards any of your school's reading needs, 

whether this is new books for your school library, a new set of class readers, or 

as prizes for pupils themselves. 

Every penny counts, and depending on the amount of money raised you could 

get up to 60% in free books for your school too!

Working with Usborne:

Events 

Hannah Kay
Independent Usborne Organiser

Book Fairs

Fun, flexible, and hassle free; Usborne’s 

award-winning school book fair scheme 
can make your school's budget go 

further, giving pupils more beautiful 

books to enjoy, whilst improving their 

literacy at the same time.

Whether you hold an Usborne school 

book fair or have an Usborne stand at 

your school fete, you can get up to 60% 

of your total order value in extra free 

books.

Working with Usborne:

Events 
Community Book Pledge

We often hear from teachers about the importance of 

involving the local community with school initiatives –

that’s why we offer a fantastic book pledge package.

With your permission, an Usborne Organiser will contact 

local businesses and organisations on your behalf, asking 

them to make a small donation to buy Usborne books for 

your school.

Organisers provide a unique service, taking care 

of everything, from pledge letters and posters to collecting 

donations and delivering books - all you have to do is 

confirm that your school is happy to be the beneficiary.

The Books
Our range includes over 2,500 titles (fiction, non-fiction, educational, phonics 

and activity books) across the following categories:

• Children’s fiction

• Creative Writing
• Encyclopaedias and General Knowledge

• English
• English as a Second Language

• Foreign Languages

• Geography and Atlases
• History Books

• Maths
• Music

• Reading Programmes

• Religion
• Science and Technology 

• Sports 

Next Steps and Contact 

Information 
Further Information:

2018 Brochure

Usborne Books for Schools Information pack

Get in touch: 

Hannah Kay, Independent Usborne Organiser 

https://org.usbornebooksathome.co.uk/muddypuddlebooks/ 

muddypuddlebooks1@gmail.com

07791 709294

Bookstart 

Bird Boogie

National Bookstart Week 2018 takes place in Stoke-on-Trent 

Monday 11th June – Friday 15th June 2018

Stoke-on-Trent Libraries will be hosting a series 

of live bird displays, in association with  

Bookstart 

Bird Boogie

National Bookstart Week 2018 Events:

Monday 11th June 10.30-11.30am at Tunstall Library

Wednesday 13th June 10.30-11.30am at Stoke Library

Thursday 14th June 11am-12noon at City Central Library

Friday 15th June 10.30-11.30am at Longton Library
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Bookstart 

Bird Boogie

All children attending our 

events will receive a copy of 

‘A Busy Day for Birds’ by 

Lucy Cousins

Beano ©DC Thomson Ltd (2018) Photos © Dale Cherry for The Reading Agency with thanks to Idea Store Watney Market

Join the Mischief Makers for an epic 

adventure in Beanotown!

Head to your library this summer to join the 

Challenge – IT’S FREE!

Sign up to receive your map of Beanotown

Read at least SIX library books over the 

holidays

Collect stickers for each book you read

Add the stickers to your map to discover 

the hidden treasure and complete the 

Challenge!

Complete the Challenge 
and you’ll receive your 

own certificate and
medal at a special 
presentation event 
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See you at 

the library!

Shine a Light awards

• 2018 SCLN 

Innovation 

Award 

• Outstanding 

Achievement 

Award 

FPH and PHE 

Award for 

Contributions to 

Public Health

Advancing Healthcare Awards 2018 Level 5 Awards

• Rachel Burt – Thomas Boughey 
Kindergarten

• Helen Von Olhen - Thomas 
Boughey Kindergarten

• Julie Parker-Bowen – Star 
Academy

• And the winner 

is….

Give your dummy to the Easter Bunny

The Old Rectory at 

Moorcroft Grange

Give your dummy to the Easter Bunny

The Old Rectory at Moorcroft Grange
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Stoke Speaks Out 

messages

Together we Learn

Together we Learn is a fun programme that provides parents 

with the opportunity to become involved in their child’s 

language and literacy development within the school 

environment. It is part of the school readiness offer for the 

City.

How do you implement this in your 

setting?
Come along to the training sessions available at:

Westfield Children Centre –

Tuesday 22nd May - 9:30am -11:30am

Wednesday 13th June - 9:30am -11:30am

Book your place - eyqi@stoke.gov.uk

Stoke Speaks Out 

Train the trainer workshops

Westfield Children Centre –

Tuesday 5th June, 9.30am – 3.30pm

Wednesday 4th July,  9:30am - 3.30pm

Book your place - eyqi@stoke.gov.uk

• 26th May – Elmer Day www.elmerday.co.uk

• National Bookstart week

www.booktrust.org.uk/supporting-you/families/our-

programmes/bookstart/national-bookstart-week

• 14th July – Launch of the Summer reading challenge

www.readingagency.org.uk/children/quick-

guides/summer-reading-challenge

• 9th August – National Book Lovers day

Dates for your diary
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• Friday 13th July – Early 

Communication Screen data 

deadline

Please send your data to your School 

Readiness Speech and Language Therapist.

Dates for your diary

Stoke Reads Primary Network

Thursday 21st June – 8.30am – 10.30am

• There is a maximum of 30 spaces available so 
please book quickly to avoid disappointment. 
1 place per school only.

• To book a place please e-mail 
stokespeaksout@stoke.gov.uk

Dates for your diary

Summer term training

If you would like to book a place please contact eyqi@stoke.gov.uk

04/06/2018

11/06/2018

18/06/2018

6.30pm - 9.00pm Stoke Speaks Out level 

1 

(3 evenings)

Westfield Children's 

Centre

12/06/2018 9:30am - 11:30am Supporting Children 

with Little English

Westfield Children's 

Centre

07/06/2018

14/06/2018

9:30am - 3:30pm Stoke Speaks Out Level 

1 (2 day course)

Westfield Children's 

Centre

19/06/2018 9.30am – 2.30pm Pyramid Training Westfield Children's 

Centre

27/06/2018 9:30am - 3:30pm Stoke Speaks Out Level 

1 Refresher

Westfield Children's 

Centre

04/07/2018 9.30am – 3.30pm More than Words City Central Library 

(Hanley)

Early Communication Screening tool 

training
THURSDAY 5 July 2018, 9.30AM - 3:30PM

The Bridge Centre, Birches Head Road, Birches Head, Stoke-on-Trent, ST2 8DD

Cost: £190 per person (includes the toolkit worth £140 and lunch)

‘Screening children’s speech and language in the Early Years’

• Learn how to screen children’s speech/language and communication in the Early Years.

• All delegates receive the award winning ‘Early Communication Screen’ toolkit and full training on how to 
implement this in a nursery, school or setting.

The event will cover :

• the importance of early identification for speech/language and communication needs

• how to screen a cohort of children

• how to interpret the results

• suggestions for interventions

You will hear from settings who have already implemented the tool and from representatives of Staffordshire and Stoke 
on Trent Partnership Trust and Stoke-on-Trent City Council in how the data can be used on a wider scale. 

To book a place and find out more please email stokespeaksout@stoke.gov.uk

Chance to share

• Any updates?

• What would like to see from the group?
Date of next meeting: 

Thursday 3rd October

3.45pm – 4.45pm

Westfield Children’s Centre

Let us know if you have good news to share around 
early language and communication.

Next meetings


